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August 2017
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Frantz / 7 pm

Frantz / 7 pm

Frantz / 7 pm

Frantz / 3 pm & 9 pm

The Red Turtle / 3 pm

The Red Turtle / 9:15 pm

The Red Turtle / 9:15 pm

The Red Turtle / 7 pm

Frantz / 7 pm
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Comedy and Humour in Indigenous
Film and Video / 7 pm

Frantz / 7 pm

Rendezvous with Madness:
Swift Current / 7 pm

Rendezvous with Madness:
Jaunicas / 3 pm

Rendezvous with Madness:
Land of Not Knowing / 3 pm

Certain Women / 9:15 pm

Certain Women / 7 pm

Certain Women / 7 pm

The Red Turtle / 9:15 pm

The Red Turtle / 9 pm
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Certain Women / 7 pm

McDonald at the Movies:
Harold and Maude / 7 pm

Risk / 3 pm

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked
The World / 3 pm

Risk / 9 pm

iranian cinema:
76 Minutes and 15 seconds with
Abbas Kiarostami / 7 pm
Risk / 9 pm

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked
The World / 9 pm

Risk / 7 pm
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Eva Hesse / 7 pm

Artspace 30th Anniversary / 7 pm

Eva Hesse / 7 pm

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked
The World / 3 pm & 9 pm

Eva Hesse / 3 pm

Risk / 9 pm
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31

Eva Hesse / 7 pm

Eva Hesse / 7 pm
Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked
The World / 9 pm

Certain Women / 7 pm

Eva Hesse / 7 pm

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked
The World / 7 pm

Canadian & International Features
The Grubstake Remix
Directed by Daniel Janke
2016, Canada, 73 min

Frantz

The Grubstake Remix

Saturday, July 1 / 7 pm
Sunday, July 2 / 3 pm
Wednesday, July 5 / 7 pm
“An act of inspired creative repurposing, a live event that uses
Shipman’s melodrama as a springboard to something else.”
—Geoff Pevere, The Globe and Mail
“Hip, cool, clever, very funny and extremely cinematic.”
—Charles Wilkinson
To celebrate Canada Day we present a remarkable creative
remix of the 1923 silent movie The Grub Stake by screen icon
Nell Shipman. The Canadian-born actress, writer, producer and
animal trainer, was best known for her portrayals of strong,
adventurous women. Grub Stake is the story of a young woman
who travels north to the Klondike to seek her fortune only to
be deceived and manipulated by a world of men. When she
discovers that she has been brought to Dawson City to be sold
into prostitution by the man who has promised to marry her,
she escapes into the bush with a team of sled dogs, her ailing
father, and a half-wit prospector. Grub Stake Remix is a mix of
performance documentary and narrative fiction, the actors
and musicians perform live, accompanying the original silent
film in a redux with the on-screen characters who speak and
think in Shakespearean English and French. For silent film fans
it gives new life to a gem of the silent screen.

Frantz

Directed by François Ozon
2016, France, 113 min
French and German with English subtitles
Wednesday – Friday, August 2 – 4 / 7 pm
Saturday, August 5 / 3 pm & 9 pm
Sunday, August 6 / 7 pm
Thursday, August 10 / 7 pm
“Astonishingly beautiful and inquisitive. It’s impossible to deny
the sheer narrative sophistication.” —Eric Kohn, Indiewire
Inspired by Ernst Lubitsch’s 1932 drama Broken Lullaby, this
beautifully photographed mystery is set in a small town in
Germany after World War I. A young girl named Anna mourns
her fiancé, Frantz and visits his grave often. One day she
discovers a Frenchman named Adrien laying flowers on the
gravesite. He tells Anna that he and Frantz were friends while
stationed in France during the war and reveals details of their
time together. Cautious at first, Anna takes him home to visit
her parents who slowly warm to him, eager to learn more about
his friendship with Frantz. One day Adrien reveals a dark secret
to Anna which changes everything.

The Red Turtle (La tortue rouge)

Certain Women

The Red Turtle (La tortue rouge)

Directed by Michaël Dudok de Wit
2016, France / Belgium / Japan, 80 min
Without dialogue

Thursday & Friday, August 3 & 4 / 9:15 pm
Saturday, August 5 / 7 pm
Sunday, August 6 / 3 pm
Thursday, August 10 / 9:15 pm
Saturday, August 12 / 9 pm
“The Red Turtle is a visually stunning poetic fable, but there’s more
on its mind than simply beauty.” —LA Times
Japanese animation giant, Studio Ghibli, enlisted the talents of the
Oscar-winning Dutch animator Michaël Dudok de Wit for this
gorgeously animated, wondrous story about an unlikely friendship
between a castaway on a deserted island and an enormous sea
turtle. Shipwrecked, a lone man struggles to construct a raft, but
his every attempt to leave the island is thwarted by an enormous
sea turtle who seems intent on having him stay. Enraged, he
attempts to kill the creature who is blocking his escape — but
what transpires instead opens a new chapter in his life, one in
which he is instructed in the ways of companionship and led to
the understanding that nature must take its course.

Certain Women

Directed by Kelly Reichardt
2016, USA, 107 min
Friday, August 11 / 9:15 pm
Saturday & Sunday, August 12 & 13 / 7 pm
Wednesday, August 16 / 7 pm
Saturday, August 19 / 7 pm
“Kelly Reichardt’s wonderful triptych of female character studies
confirms her status as the quietest of great American filmmakers…
rivetting… among her richest, most refined works.” —Variety
Winner of Best Film at the 2017 London Film Festival, the latest
film from Kelly Reichardt (Wendy and Lucy, Meek’s Cutoff, Night
Moves) is a beautifully subtle take on female resilience. Michelle
Williams, Kristen Stewart and Laura Dern star as three strongwilled women each striving to form their own path on the wide
open plains of the American Northwest. The film follows the
interconnecting lives of a lawyer who finds herself contending
with both office sexism and a hostage situation; a wife and
mother whose determination to build her dream home puts her
at odds with the men in her life; and a young law student who
forms a bond with a lonely ranch hand.

New World Documentaries
Strangers on the Earth

Risk

Saturday, July 1 / 3 pm
Sunday, July 2 / 7 pm
Thursday, July 6 / 9 pm
Friday, July 7 / 7 pm
Saturday & Sunday, July 8 & 9 / 3 pm & 7 pm
Wednesday, July 12 / 7 pm

Thursday & Friday, August 17 & 18 / 9 pm
Saturday, August 19 / 3 pm
Sunday, August 20 / 7 pm
Friday, August 25 / 9 pm

“Beautifully filmed… touching… profound… honest.”
—Vancouver Observer
In the footsteps of Walking the Camino, Tristan Cook’s lively
portrait of modern pilgrims and fellow travelers winding their
way on the Camino de Santiago muses on the psychological
and spiritual dividends of the 30-day hike. The landscape is
beautiful but brutal, the dorms are packed and the bunks are
hard. Some find solace in solitude; others discover kinship
and community en route. The case of Dane Johansen is
remarkable: he embarks on the nearly 600-mile journey
carrying his cello on his back with the notion of performing
and recording Bach’s Cello Suites in thirty-six churches along
the Camino.

“Following the Oscar-winning documentary Citizenfour, which
recorded Edward Snowden blowing the loudest of whistles,
Laura Poitras arrives in Cannes’ with Risk, a superb character
study of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange.” —CineVue

Strangers on the Earth

“Transcendent… enlightening, poignant and even occasionally
funny.” —NOW Magazine

Directed by Laura Poitras
2016, USA, 92 min
English, Arabic, Spanish with subtitles

Laura Poitras, Academy Award winning director of Citizenfour,
returns with her most personal and intimate film to date.
Filmed over six years, Risk is a complex and volatile character
study that collides with a high stakes election year and its
controversial aftermath. Cornered in a tiny building for half a
decade, Julian Assange is undeterred even as the legal jeopardy
he faces threatens to undermine the organization he leads and
fracture the movement he inspired. Capturing this story with
unprecedented access, Poitras finds herself caught between
the motives and contradictions of Assange and his inner
circle. In a new world order where a single keystroke can alter
history, Risk is a portrait of power, betrayal, truth, and sacrifice.

Risk

Directed by Tristan Cook
2016, USA, 96 min

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked The World

Eva Hesse

Saturday, August 19 / 9 pm
Sunday, August 20 / 3 pm
Saturday, August 26 / 3 pm & 9 pm
Sunday, August 27 / 7 pm
Thursday, August 31 / 9 pm

Wednesday, August 23 / 7 pm
Friday & Saturday, August 25 & 26 / 7 pm
Sunday, August 27 / 3 pm
Wednesday & Thursday, August 30 & 31 / 7 pm

“Revelatory in almost every sense. Astoundingly rich and
resonant.” —Justin Lowe, The Hollywood Reporter
The story of the profound, essential, and, until now, missing
chapter in the history of American music: the Indigenous
influence. Featuring music icons Charley Patton, Mildred
Bailey, Link Wray, Jimi Hendrix, Jesse Ed Davis, Buffy SainteMarie, Robbie Robertson, Randy Castillo, and others, Rumble
shows how these talented Native musicians helped shape
the soundtracks of our lives. Inspired by the Smithsonian
Institution exhibit “Up Where We Belong: Native Musicians
In Popular Culture,” at the National Museum of the American
Indian the film features dynamite performances along with
rare archival footage and interviews with musicians, historians
and family members including: Buddy Guy, Steven Van Zandt,
Tony Bennett, Taj Mahal, Cyril Neville, Ivan Neville, George
Clinton, Jackson Browne, Martha Redbone, Iggy Pop, Wayne
Kramer (MC5), Rhiannon Giddens (Carolina Chocolate Drops),
Pat Vegas (Redbone), and many others.

“Her pioneering sculptures, using latex, fiberglass, and plastics,
helped establish the post-minimalist movement. Eva Hesse
makes superb use of the artist’s voluminous journals, her
correspondence with close friend and mentor Sol LeWitt, and
contemporary as well as archival interviews with fellow artists
(among them, Richard Serra, Robert Mangold, Dan Graham)
who recall her passionate, ambitious, tenacious personality.”
—Karen Cooper, Film Forum
An extraordinary portrait of the artistic life and work of
Jewish artist Eva Hesse, one of the most influential artists
and sculptors of the 20th century. The film paints an exciting
portrait of the 1960’s New York pop art scene, the ferment
of ideas and the clash of egos. Eva escaped Nazi Germany at
age two in the last of the kindertransports headed for the
Netherlands. Arriving in America, she grew up in New York
and interned at Seventeen Magazine. She attended Cooper
Union and Yale, becoming an influential sculptor and one
of America’s foremost postwar artists before passing away
tragically of a brain tumour at age 34. Striking out on her own
path she followed her own vision. “I will paint against every
rule,” she wrote. She kept many journals and a personal diary
in which she documented her troubled life including a stormy
marriage to alchoholic Irish Sculptor Tom Doyle.

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked The World

“An unforgettable and political exploration of a musical history
that was silenced for too long.” —Alexander Rogalski, Hot Docs

Directed by Marcie Begleiter
2016, USA, 108 min

Eva Hesse

Directed by Catherine Brainbridge & Alfonso Maiorana
2017, Canada, 103 min

Photo by Shane Browne

Shorts & Artist Talks

Comedy and Humour in Indigenous Film and Video

“We never thought you
were too funny either.”
Wednesday, August 9 / 7 pm
Curated and introduced by Jenny Western.
On The Richard Pryor Show in 1977, Oneida
comedian Charlie Hill opened his routine with
the following joke, “For so long you probably
thought that Indians never had a sense of
humour… we never thought you were too
funny either.” In truth, humour has long
been a staple of Indigenous storytelling. In
customary teachings, a trickster character
often appears to challenge ideas and create
mischief. For contemporary Indigenous
filmmakers and video artists, humour and
comedy are a great way to make light of a
situation and also a valuable tool to open up
a dialogue on difficult issues. Often comedic
strategies are used to tackle difficult subjects
like racism and stereotyping with a biting wit,
or to approach tradition or taboo through satire.
Audiences’ mindsets are challenged and their
funny bones are tickled as the film’s punchline 		
is cinematically delivered. —Jenny Western

Jenny Western is an independent curator, writer, educator, and mother
living in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is a member of the Brothertown
Nation of Wisconsin and is of European, Oneida, and StockbridgeMusee descent.

2 Spirit Introductory Special $19.99 / Dir. Thirza

SpongeBob SquarePants / Dir. Christiana Latham, 2011,

OK, Now What? / Dir. Jeff Bruyere, 2008, Canada, 2 min /
A happy-go-lucky guy is out for an evening stroll when trouble finds him.

Grumpy Old Man / Dir. Tristan & Dustin Craig, 2010,
Canada, 0:30 min / A senior living in Legoland learns that life is short
after he “grumps” one time too many.

Cuthand, 2015, 5 min / Don’t worry if you are just coming out as a
2 Spirited person, we have just the special for you!

Bannock / Dir. Darryl Nepinak, 2006, Canada, 7 min / Darryl

Canada, 3 min / A bright, iridescent music video of Black Lodge
Singers’ “SpongeBob SquarePants.”

Nepinak documents his mother as she teaches him and shares stories
of how she learned how to make Bannock. A step by step way of
teaching others about what Bannock is and how to make it.

Ahoy! Métis! / Dir. Marnie Parrell, 2005, Canada, 5 min /
A “Canadian Heritage moment” where fact and fiction meld creating
a history that questions what the present pretends to know.

Going With The Flow / Dirs. Jaylene Strom & Winona

Slapping Medicine Man / Dirs. 1491s, 2011, USA, 3 min /
A super traditional Indigenous Medicine Man slaps around comedians
Tito Ybarra, Dallas Goldtooth and Ryan Red Corn. The 1491s are
an Indigenous comedy collective based in the wooded ghettos of
Minnesota and buffalo grass of Oklahoma.

Bearshield, 2016, Canada, 3 min / This collaborative work was
made by Jaylene and Winona along with their mentor Jackie Traverse
as an experimentation for their first film. It was inspired by the City of
Winnipeg and what surrounds them here, including pizza, indigenous
artists, and Video Pool.

Dude / Dir. Willis Petti, Canada, 2004, 5 min / “Dude? Dude.”
Goldilocks tahnon Ohkwari (Goldilocks and the
Bears) / Dir. Onkwawenna Kentyohkwa & Zoe Leigh Hopkins,

2015, Canada, 16 min / A comedic adaptation of the children’s classic,
this version is more adult and entirely in the Mohawk language with
the theme of colonization at the core.

Most Interesting Man in Nunavut: Thoughts on
Justin Bieber / Dir. Qanurli, 2013, Canada, 0:30 min / The

most interesting man in Nunavut shares his thoughts on pop sensation
Justin Bieber. Qanurli is a comedy series broadcast on the Canadian
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network.

Special Events

Rendezvous with
Madness Film Tour
This touring program is presented with Toronto’s Rendezvous with Madness Film Festival with support from the Canada Council for the Arts. The first
of its kind in the world, Rendezvous is Canada’s festival devoted to movies about mental health and recovery. In their 25th anniversary year they
continue to venture into new frontiers of public awareness toward the mysteries of the human mind—offering audiences an opportunity to watch
films inspired by recovery and to engage in dialogue with filmmakers, professionals and people with lived experience. For more information visit:
rendezvouswithmadness.ca

All films will be introduced by Festival programmer Geoff Pevere and a guest filmmaker. Geoff Pevere is the Program Director of the Rendezvous With Madness Film Festival. He is also an
author, critic, broadcaster and with more than thirty years experience. Geoff Pevere will be in attendance and will moderate discussions following each program.

Swift Current

Directed by Joshua Rofé
2016, Canada, 74 min
Friday, August 11 / 7 pm
When he was on his game as a professional hockey player,
Sheldon Kennedy was in complete control: assured, aggressive,
strategic and always in motion. Off the ice, however, Kennedy
was living a secret nightmare. A victim of serial sexual abuse
perpetrated by a coach, Kennedy struggled with trauma, guilt
and anger over secret he perilously kept from those around
him. Inevitably it all boiled over. It would be a journey that
would initially plunge Kennedy from stardom to shame, but
eventually resurrected the tortured athlete’s career as an
internationally renowned spokesperson for people who had
shared – and were trying to survive — the same ordeal. Swift
Current is a propulsive documentary account of Sheldon
Kennedy’s extraordinary escape from darkness.
Plays With Psychedelic Soldiers / Dirs. Michael
Spadafora & Anastasia Starova / 2015, Canada, 15 min /
The story of 2 veterans’ journey through the hell of post-traumatic
stress disorder and a controversial alternative treatment they
turned to when nothing else helped.

Juanicas

Directed by Karina Garcia Casanova
2015, Canada / Mexico, 78 min
Spanish, English and French with English subtitles
Saturday, August 12 / 3 pm
On the day that her brother Juan returns to his family home
in Montréal from a trip to Mexico, Karina Garcia Casanova
begins filming. But this is no incidental home movie. Like his
mother, Juan has a history of mental illness that has occasionally
tilted into violence. The real-life drama that unfolds turns
out to be a singularly heartbreaking and riveting account of
living with bipolar disorder as a family disease. Complicating
matters further is Casanova’s own unsettled history as Spanishspeaking child who grew up with a difficult single mother in
Montréal and whose own identity has been defined by
circumstances she could do nothing about. Juanicas, Casanova’s
extraordinary first film, is at once an unflinching testament
to that legacy and a moving document of surviving it.
Plays With A Celebration of Darkness / Dir. Jaene F.
Castrillon, 2015, Canada, 6 mins / By engaging with the pain
and struggles of her younger self, an adult woman finds healing
and the recovery of the spirit.

Land of Not Knowing

Directed by Steve Sanguedolce
2016, Canada, 71 min
Sunday, August 13 / 3 pm
In this bold new experimental documentary, four artists talk
about suicide, the role the recurring thought has played in
their life and art, the struggle to understand and overcome
the impulse, and the ongoing attempt to confront the stigma
of even discussing the very concept of suicide. With a frankness
that is both bracing and illuminating, Sanguedolce’s subjects
tell their stories, and the filmmaker responds with a striking
visual scheme.
Plays with Scrapbook / Dir. Mike Hoolboom, 2015,
Canada, 18 min / In the 1960s, a Toronto filmmaker named Jeffrey
Paull shot footage of children and teenagers in a so-called ‘development
center’ in Ohio. Fifty years later Mike Hoolboom re-visits Paull’s work
to astonishingly immediate and powerful effect.
Co-presented by Art Beat

McDonald
at the Movies

Harold and Maude
Directed by Hal Ashby
1971, USA, 91 mins

Thursday, August 17 / 7 pm
Once a month, comedian and co-founder of
Kids in the Hall, Kevin McDonald will present a
handpicked film from the archives of comic
history.

Introduced by Kevin McDonald.

With the American fable Harold and Maude, countercultural director Hal Ashby fashioned what would become the cult classic of its
era. Working from a script by Colin Higgins, Ashby tells the story of the emotional and romantic bond between a death-obsessed
young man from a wealthy family and a devil-may-care, bohemian octogenarian. Equal parts gallows humor and romantic innocence,
Harold and Maude dissolves the line between darkness and light along with the ones that separate people by class, gender, and age. It
features indelible performances and a remarkable soundtrack by Cat Stevens.

3D Rarities
Saturday, July 1 / 8:30 pm
Thursday, July 6 / 7 pm
Friday & Saturday July 7 & 8 / 9 pm
This amazing 90 minute program of stereoscopic treasures dates back to the dawn of 3D
cinematography. Presented for the first time on our new digital 3D DCP system, this is an
eye-popping collection of rare films that have been restored and mastered in 2K from original
35mm elements. Films include the 3D trailer for Jack Clayton’s classic The Creature from the
Black Lagoon; Doom Town, a controversial anti-atomic testing film which was mysteriously
pulled from theatrical release after a few play-dates in July 1953; the puppet cartoon The
Adventures of Sam Space; New Dimensions (aka Motor Rhythm) the first domestic full color 3D film
which was originally shown at the New York World’s Fair in May 1940; Boo Moon, an excellent
example of color stereoscopic animation from 1953 with Casper the Friendly Ghost; I’ll Sell my Shirt,
a burlesque comedy unseen in 3D for over 60 years photographed by cinematographer William
C. Thompson (Ed Wood’s Plan 9 from Outer Space, Night of the Ghouls) and The Maze—a coming
attraction trailer with fantastic 3D production design by the legendary designer William Cameron
Menzies (Gone With The Wind, Invaders from Mars and Things to Come).

Iranian Cinema
In partnership with Amir Ganjavie, president of CineIran, an annual festival of contemporary
Iranian cinema in Toronto, Cinematheque presents the first in an ongoing series of Iranian films.

76 Minutes and 15 Seconds with Abbas Kiarostami
Directed by Seyfolah Samadian
2016, Iran, 76 min
Iranian with English subtitles
Friday, August 18 / 7 pm
A singular, touching portrait of Abbas Kiarostami based on the memories of one of his closest
collaborators. For over 25 years, photographer, cinematographer and author Seifollah Samadian
was right by the famed director’s side., Samadian, worked as the cinematographer on ABC Africa and
Five, wanted to pay his own tribute to the Iranian filmmaker who died on July 4, aged 76 years and
15 days. Based on a suggestion from Kiarostami’s son, this film collage brings together excerpts from
the various journeys made by the two men in order to deliver a fragmented, moving portrait.
Plays With Take Me Home / Dir. by Abbas Kiarostami, Iran, 2016, 16 min / Abbas Kiarostami
takes his camera to south of Italy and shows us a beautiful and playful video of alleys and stairs there.

July/August Staff Picks
If you enjoyed Agnieszka Smoczynska’s The Lure from last
month as much as I did, and are looking for more powerhouse
female cinema, don’t miss Certain Women. Set in the American
Northwest, it deals with women’s issues without being an
issue film per se, but rather, is an understated and honest
character portrait. There’s also a terrific slate of inspiring and
incisive documentaries, including Risk, an unprecedented expose
on Julian Assange, and Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked the
World (I’m always a sucker for a good music doc!). — Allegra
Chiarella, Cinematheque Box Office
This month’s program has one film that I have been waiting for
a while now. Laura Poitras is a wonderful filmmaker, whose
last film, Citizenfour, won her an Academy Award. Citizenfour
was an eye opening film, and did everything documentaries
are supposed to do. I am very excited about the follow up,
Risk, which follows around infamous Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange. Risk promises to stun and captivate audiences!
— Milos Mitrovic, Cinematheque Technical Liaison
The Rendezvous with Madness Film Festival Tour is an exciting
and important event that will bring three powerful films to
Cinematheque. The need to raise awareness of mental health
issues never ends, and what better medium than film to do so?
Land of Not Knowing will be of special interest to local artists,
as it explores how four artists cope with severe mental health
issues. — Jessica Seburn, Cinematheque Box Office

Certain Women explores the lives of three women looking
to be seen and heard. The film is quiet, minimal, and melodic,
with Michelle Williams, Laura Dern and Kristen Stewart
playing women in different stages on their lives looking to others
for respect and validation. The stories are unrelated and unlike
each other in most ways, but the director uses the stark
setting and slow pace to create a cohesive and touching film.
— Stephanie Poruchnyk-Butler, Cinematheque Box Office
One of my favourite filmmakers in recent years is Kelly Reichardt.
Her latest film Certain Women, which explores the quiet
determination of four women in small town America is getting
a run at Cinematheque this August, and I can assure you that its
poignant beauty will resonate with those who long for human
connection. I’m very pleased to announce that we are kicking
off a series of Iranian films with the new documentary 76
Minutes and 15 seconds with Abbas Kiarostami. Check that
one out and stay tuned for future films in this series. I’d be
remiss if I didn’t mention the August instalment of McDonald
at the Movies, which features the brilliantly dark and tender
Harold and Maude — one of the finest examples of the
American New Wave of the 1970’s. — David Knipe, Cinematheque
Operations Manager

Stuck in the city this summer? No better place to be than
watching movies in our newly renovated theatre with plush
seats and air conditioning—starting with the incredibly
creative remix of Nell Shipman’s 1920’s silent classic The
Grubstake Remix. Featuring new voiceovers and dialogue
the film is a wonderful mix of performance documentary and
narrative fiction. And later opening August 19th don’t miss
Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked The World, the acclaimed
film from Hot Docs with great archival footage and dynamite
performances. Two other must sees—curator Jenny Western’s
evening of Indigenous Humour and the Rendezvous with
Madness Film Tour with programmer Geoff Pevere introducing
all work.— Dave Barber, Cinematheque Programming Coordinator
Jenny Western has put together an amazing program that
includes some of my favourite short films with Comedy and
Humour in Indigenous Film and Video. Jenny mentions that
“in customary teachings, a trickster character often appears
to challenge ideas and create mischief”. I can think of no better
example of this than the premiere of Darryl Nepinak’s Bannock,
when Darryl served delicious slices of bannock to everyone in
attendance only to reveal later in the film (as we’re all chowing
down on his bannock) that he’d mixed the dough with his
feet! So brilliant. I’m looking forward to seeing how the other
filmmakers in the program tackle difficult issues and taboo
through their own inner trickster. — Jaimz Asmundson,
Cinematheque Programming Director / Interim Co-Executive Director

Clockwise from top left: Allegra Chiarella, Sam Sarty, Conrad Vandenberg,
Dave Barber, Milos Mitrovic, Jaimz Asmundson, Eric Peterson, Dylan Baillie,
David Knipe, and Mariana Muñoz Gomez. Photo by Leif Norman.
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