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B Thursday, July 9 at 7:00 PM
In honour of Nunavut Day:

ANGAKKUIIT (SHAMAN STORIES)

Dir. Zacharias Kunuk | Nunavut | 2003 | 60 min. |
Inuktitut with English subtitles

Angakkuiit relates to Inuit memories and
experiences of shamanism and oral histories
about the last shamans practicing in the region
of Igloolik, Nunavut. Interviewees range from
young people to elders and politicians, but
they all share a belief that shamanism is still a
living religion.

B Wednesday & Thursday, July 15 & 16
* 7:00 PM

HAS GOD FORSAKEN AFRICA?

Dir. Musa Dieng Kala | 2008 | Canada | 60 min. |

Each year, thousands of young Africans risk
their lives to flee a continent scourged by war
and endemic poverty. Shocked by this growing
phenomenon, the Senegal-born director Musa
Dieng Kala returns to Dakar, where he grew
up and asks the painful question: Has God
Forsaken Africa? The answer is bitter. As he
films five young adults seeking to immigrate to
the West at any cost, the filmmaker unearths
the impotence of individuals faced with
international indifference and the unconcern
of the leaders of a society emptied of its
resources and incapable of meeting its needs.
A moving film that makes the case for a
global ecology in which no nation or people

is abandoned.The film was recently awarded
Best Documentary at the Panafrican Film and
Television Festival of Ouagadougou. (Institute
of African Studies)

Has God Forsaken Africa?

N Friday & Saturday, July 24 & 25
® 9:00 PM

THE PUNKS ARE ALRIGHT

Dir. Doug Crawford | Canada | 2006 | 87 min.
Opening Performance by The Deceivers

“From Hamilton, Canada to S&o Paulo, Brazil
and Jakarta, Indonesia, The Punks are Alright
is a highly entertaining punk rock safari from
the first world to the third, from the profane to
the sacred. Exploring human connections and
the unifying power of music, the film profiles

three punk bands from three parts of the world.

Beginning its journey with the cult Canadian
punk band The Forgotten Rebels, The Punks
are Alright follows the surprising lineage of
their influence and inspiration to The Blind Pigs
from Brazil and Superman Is Dead from Bali.
Connected through their music by unusual but
coincidental circumstances, the film introduces
the viewer to some fascinating people. The
result is an insightful social commentary

about young people’s perception of their
environments, DIY culture, and globalization.”
(Sonatrope / Hong Kong)

W Friday — Sunday, August 7 - 9

® 7:00 PM

B Wednesday & Thursday, August 12 & 13
® 7:00 PM

OBJECTIFIED

Dir. Gary Hustwit | USA | 75 min. | 2009 |
Documentary

Tactica presents the Winnipeg premiere of
Objectified — a thought provoking new film
about industrial designers which will make you
think twice about all the objects we use in our
daily lives. Director of the cult documentary
HELVETICA, (about the type font) Gary
Hustwit has created a film that explores our
relationship with stuff, which is sometimes
joyous and sometimes conflicted, by going
directly to the source... the people who design
that stuff. “Interviewees in several countries
range from Dieter Rams, formerly one of the
chief designers for Braun to Jonathan Ive of
Apple and design superstar Karim Rashid.
Rams, who may very well have had a hand in
designing the coffee maker or clock you use
every day, lists the precepts of good design
succinctly. The movie is particularly honest in
the way it deals with the fact that cool stuff
makes us want it — and designers are always
coming up with ways to make newer, cooler
stuff.” (Salon Magazine)

“As sleek and handsome as any of the new
and improved household items it exhibits.”
(New York Times)

Sponsored by:

B Friday & Saturday, August 28 & 29
® 9:00 PM

B Wednesday & Thursday, September
2 & 39:00 PM

SOUL POWER

Dir. Jeffrey Ley-Hinte | USA | 93 min. |
Featuring B.B. King, James Brown, Miriam Makeba,
Sister Sledge, The Crusaders, Muhammad Ali

Held up in legal wrangling for years, the music
film Soul Power is culled from 125 hours of

extra footage featuring several giants from

the world of soul music. Performing at their
peak at a three day festival, the backdrop was
created for the infamous George Foreman

/ Muhammad Ali fight in Zaire in 1974. First
chronicled in the film When We Were Kings,
the music is a revelation featuring all the
legends of the soul music world including great
performances from the late legends James
Brown and Miriam Makeba.

“Featuring terrific performances... a colorful
fast moving crowd pleaser. Great sound and
fresh feeling footage that aimost could have
been shot yesterday.” (N. Young)

W Friday — Sunday, July 31 - August 2
® 7:00 PM
Wednesday & Thursday, August 5 & 6
® 7:00 PM

ACT OF GOD

Dir. Jennifer Baichwal | Canada | 75 min. | 2009

Opening night film at HOT DOCS, Act of God
is a brilliant new documentary from Jennifer
Baichwal (MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES)
that examines the metaphysical effects of
being struck by lightning. Baichwal’s movie
ventures into the places where science and
religion get all smushed together, where the
math of probability and the facts of electrical
differential meet the human need to find a
deeper meaning behind the apparently random
and destructive. Act of God has a terrific cast
of characters.

Baichwal interviews people whose lives have
been changed forever by lightning, including
the playwright James O’Reilly, who has written
about the strike he survived almost 30 years
ago, and who acts out, in chilling (and frankly
riveting) detail, the events as he recalls them.
Some of the people involved want to talk
about God and heaven, but O’Reilly is having
none of that. Baichwal interviews religious
family members of people who were killed

by lightning in Mexico (as they were visiting a
shrine), films the energetic festival and parade
dedicated to Shango, God of lightning, and
talks to a French lightning aficionado about
storms and the soul. She also has a sequence
with guitar improv hero Fred Frith, who talks
about electricity and the brain and how the act
of creation takes place somewhere between
meaning and chance.

“Visually magnificent. Baichwal manages

to convey all the power and majesty — and
menace - of lightning with just the sort of
gobsmacking footage that keeps you glued to
the screen. Act of God fearlessly approaches
the natural and the supernatural, and the result
is visceral, intellectual, heartbreaking, delightful
and instructive, all at once.” (Toronto Sun /

Liz Braun)

|
DEFENDERS OF RIGA (Rigas Sargi)

|
THE SOVIET STORY

cinematheque july/august 2009 » 4



