











B FriJan 8 & Sat Jan 9 - 9 PM
M Sun Jan 10 - 4 PM

B Wed Jan 13 - 10 PM

B Thu Jan 14 - 9 PM

Exclusive Run!

THE BEST OF THE 2009 OTTAWA
INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION FESTIVAL

A fabulous showcase of outstanding animated

films from around the world selected from the 2009
Ottawa International Animation Festival. Featuring
such exceptional animated films as: David O Reilly’s
award-winning sci-fi drama, Please Say Something;
Eric Dyer’s innovative and mesmerizing, The Bellow’s
March; Diego Maclean’s haunting student film, The
Art of Drowning; Bastien Dubois’ crowd-favourite
travelogue, Madagascar: A Journey Diary, as well as
new work from legendary West Coast animator Marv
Newland. This series features a fantastic selection
which reveals the world of animation as a true art form.

B Wed Jan 27 - 7 PM

AM | LOSING MY MIND?
Independent Canadian Shorts,
with Panel Discussion

Curated By Jenny Bisch
FREE ADMISSION!

Funny, touching and profound, Jenny Bisch’s
selection of independent Canadian short films for
the series, Am I Losing My Mind?, explores the way
different disorders manifest themselves in life and
visual art through the works of independent film and
video artists. Rather than exploring mental iliness
through documentary-style reportage, the films in this
program represent experiences of mental disorder, in
an attempt to cut through stigma and reach toward
an empathetic acknowledgement of others’ inner
lives. Because independent film and video is so often
used to convey internal monologue in painstaking
detail, the subject of psychological disorder is
frequently touched upon, if not targeted outright in
so many works. The series Am | Losing My Mind?
includes Winnipeg filmmaker Leon Johnson’s rarely
seen work Park from 1985 (starring Winnipeg poet
Randy Woods), Argentina by Doug Davidson and
Tom Morris and works by many others.

3 H

M Fri Feb 26 - 7 PM

pilgrIMAGE

Dir. Peter and Mira Wintonick | 2009 | 85 mins.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION INTRODUCED
BY PETER WINTONICK

Peter Wintonick and his 19 year old daughter,
Mira (both filmmakers) take a cinematic road trip
around the world. They trek through the present and
future of film and image-making, using significant
contemporary and historical cinematic sites and
personal encounters as their points of departure.
pilgrIMAGE 'is a trans-generational, cine-genetic
meditation on media and its personal and social
consequences. Equal parts vérité film-journal,
digital-diary and ciné-blog, through a series of
Socratic father-daughter dialogues, gleaned from
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Post-screening panel with Dr. Michael Ellery and
Dr. Maria Medved, both of whom are University
of Manitoba professors of Clinical Psychology.

ABOUT CURATOR JENNY BISCH:

Winnipeg filmmaker and curator, Jenny Bisch has been
involved with many filmmaking and curatorial projects.
Her irreverent first film The Arousing Adventures of
Sailor Boy, created through the WFG’s hand processing
experiment workshop, screened internationally in New
York, the Netherlands and at the prestigious Ann Arbor
Film Festival. More recently she curated a program of
Manitoba experimental and animated shorts entitled
Experimental Echoes, for the Winnipeg Film Group’s
Open Vault: Independent Film Week, which screened in
November 2008, and a series of films entitled How To
Talk Back To Your Television Set which challenged the
tyranny that television has over our lives.

B Wed Feb 10 & Thu Feb 11 - 7 PM

MARK LEWIS: THE CINEMA
OF INVENTION

Mark Lewis is one of Canada’s most renowned and
internationally acclaimed artists working in digital

and film moving image media, and photography.
Currently based out of London, England, his work was
recently featured at the 53 Venice Biennale. “These
two short documentaries are much more than an
amplification of Mark Lewis’s lauded artwork, although
they directly relate to the film installations that took
this year’s Venice Biennale by storm. They fuse his
curiosity toward historical filmmaking techniques with
a carefully aestheticized approach to cinema as both
a fan-based and industrialized cultural phenomenon.”
(Noah Cowan, Toronto International Film Festival)

BACKSTORY
Dir. Mark Lewis | 2009 | USA | 39 mins.

In this documentary, Lewis has created an imaginative
portrait of the founders of rear projection, the Hansards —
a father and son team — who were responsible for
much of the rear projection techniques used in 1920’s
Hollywood films. In rear screen projections, actors
stand in front of a translucent screen while film is
projected from the rear. This style of projection, best
known for its use in revealing the outside scenes out
car, taxi and train windows, was used brilliantly by
Stanley Kubrick in his film 2007: A Space Odyssey and
director Alfred Hitchcock in the film Notorious.

GINEMA MUSEUM

Dir. Mark Lewis | 2008 | Canada | 36 mins.

Mark Lewis’ camera gives us a guided tour through
a private museum in South London full of cinema
ephemera including ancient cameras, film cans, and
classic movie posters.

years offiiter-confiental fil psy airneys, they
meet ot®&r renowed film pil nd media
practitioners.

W Sat Feh 27 - 11 AM to 3 PM

PETER WINTONICK MASTER
WORKSHOP: Documentary
Storytelling

*Registration fee: $60 / $30 members

*Space is limited; advanced registration

is required

Canadian documentary pioneer Peter Wintonick

will work with several participants on telling stories
through the documentary medium. Peter Wintonick is
well respected in the world documentary community
having co-directed one of the most successful
Canadian documentaries ever made, Manufacturing
Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media.

For information on this workshop please

contact Darcy Fehr, Training and Outreach
Programs Coordinator at 925-3450 or
darcy@winnipegfilmgroup.com.

W Fri Feb 12 & Sat Feb 13 - 7 PM

11 ON THE 12™; NEW SHORTS
G CRHALOG

Al ON §
Tvllce a\ear tl
membership screeNgg featuring a selection of the

ost
newest short films and videos in distribution at the
Winnipeg Film Group. All are welcome!

TATTOO STEP

by Mike Maryniuk | 1:15 mins. | 2008 | animation
LOVING THE BOMB

by Alison Davis | 4:00 mins. | 2009 | animation
FRAGMENTS

by Kevin Nikkel | 18:00 mins. | 2009 | drama
SITKA

by Olga Zikrata | 4:45 mins. | 2009 | experimental

BELT BUCKLE / QUONSET HUT

by Terry Mialkowsky | 1:30 mins. | 2009 | comedy

STATIC

by Tyler Funk | 2:30 mins. | 2009 | experimental
TRUCE

by Cam Patterson | 16:30 mins. | 2010 | drama
MAINTENANCE MAN

by Roger Boyer | 7:30 mins. | 2009 | drama

THE SNOWBANK: A WINNIPEG STORY
by Cindy Murdoch | 2:30 mins. | 2009 | comedy

LAZER GHOSTS 2: RETURN TO LASER COVE
by Steven Kostanski | 9:00 mins. | 2008 | comedy/sci-fi

IKWE

by Caroline Monnet | 4:30 mins. | 2009 |
experimental/fantasy

Please join us on Friday, February 12 at 8:30 PM
for the post-screening reception

B Thu Feb 25 - 7 PM

THE BEST OF THE
imagineNATIVE FESTIVAL

INTRODUCED BY CURATOR NIKI LITTLE
FREE ADMISSION!

Celebrating its 10" Anniversary in 2009, Toronto’s
imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival has evolved
into the worlds’ largest Indigenous film festival.

In October 2009, the compelling and innovative
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W Sat Feb 27 - 4 PM

THE ADVENTURE OF FAUSTUS
BIDGOOD

Dirs. Mike & Andy Jones | 1986 | Canada |
110 mins.

FREE ADMISSION!

Ten years in the making, Faustus Bidgood is probably
the most important independent feature ever to come
out of Newfoundland. Featuring an all star cast of
actors from the East Coast, this film is unlike any other
produced in Canada. It shows the epic struggle for an
independent Newfoundland and a tall tale about one
man’s increasingly precarious world view of reality.
Faustus Bidgood is a polyester clad milquetoast in
the Department of Education who alternates between
murdering his tormenting co-workers and dreaming
he is the president of the People’s Republic of
Newfoundland.

festival drew many Indigenous voices together for an
international exchange. An essay handed out during the
festival, Reasoning Identity: the Culture Test, questioned
how public institutions can apprehend Aboriginal

and non-Aboriginal identities. It examined various
contemporary and historical situations in which people
are influenced by public institutions. This years’ The Best
of the Fest '09 program hopes to bring these themes
into discussion with Winnipeg audiences. (Nikki Little)

INUKSHOP

Dir. Jobie Weetaluktuk | 2009 | Canada | 3 mins.

In this cinematic tribute to Inuit culture, filmmaker
Jobie Weetaluktuk mixes the past with the present to
create a powerful and timeless statement about the
effects of appropriation on art and culture.

SHIMASANI

Dir. Blackhorse Lowe | 2009 | USA | 15 mins. |
Navajo with English subtitles

Set in the 1920s on a tranquil Navajo reservation, a
woman faces relinquishing her traditional lifestyle for
a new life just over the mountain.

- :". "'\ Shimasani

SHI-SHI-ETKO
Dir. Kate Kroll | 2009 | Canada | 12 mins.

A young girl’s dreams are haunted by a looming fate in
this exquisitely crafted portrayal of an historical tragedy.

SAVAGE

Dir. Lisa Jackson | 2009 | Canada | 6 mins. | Cree
with English subtitles

On a summer day in the 1950s, a young girl watches the
countryside go by from the backseat of a car. She arrives
to find that the end of her journey is only the beginning. ..

JACKPOT
Dir. Alan Black | 2009 | Canada | 52 mins.

For the regulars of Toronto’s Delta Bingo, happiness can
be measured by five letters and 75 numbers. Amidst
the cries of victory and disappointment, these hardcore
Bingo players have formed a family unto themselves.
Jackpot takes an intimate — often hilarious — look inside
the quintessential bingo hall and reveals a beautiful
portrait of human faith in the power of luck.

ABOUT CURATOR NIKI LITTLE

Niki Little is a member of Garden Hill First Nation and

the Program Director at Urban Shaman: Contemporary
Aboriginal Art. Little has recently returned to Winnipeg via
Montreal and Banff wherein she participated as a Studio
Assistant for Algonquin artist Nadia Myre and Visual Arts
Aboriginal Administrative Work-Studly at the Banff Centre
for the Arts. She studied at the University of Manitoba,
the National Screen Institute, and the Camberwell
College of Art, London, UK and is currently enrolled in the
Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art mentorship program.
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ABOUT PETER WINTONICK

Peter Wintonick is a pioneering Canadian filmmaker,
producer, critic, a documentary media activist and a
recipient of the Governor-General Media Arts Award.
Well-known around the world as a documentary
diplomat, he spreads the gospel according to

reality through his films (pilgriMAGE, Manufacturing
Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media, Cinema
Vérité: Defining the Moment, Seeing is Believing:
Handicams, Human Rights and the News, etc.).
Wintonick also facilitates workshops with international
emerging filmmakers, and helps operate a production
company called Necessary lllusions in Montreal — his
home base. He is currently developing several films
with partners in Sweden, Canada and Asia.

The Adventure of
Faustus Bidgood
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Curated by Kevin Nikkel

The Winnipeg Film Group gratefully acknowledges the funding support of The Beaver: Canada’s H/'s't‘_ %
Manitoba Film and Music and Saint Margaret's Anglican Church for sponsoring our /n the Shadow: of 1.‘/75'_ orn

IN THE SHADOW OF THE

Films of the Hudson’s Ba

FRI FEB 5 TO SUN FEB 7 « MULTIPLE SCREENINGS AND EV:EH_
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Special Full Serigs Pass: $50 / $35 members — available for advance purchase through our onling store

In the Shadow of the Company is a program of
films and events that offers a critical viewing of an
integral part of Canadian, Manitoban and Winnipeg
history. The stories of the Hudson’s Bay are vast,
the history is long and the territory is massive.
There are also many voices that tell the stories of
this place. How do we interpret these histories to
make meaning or to make entertainment? How
do different filmmakers make sense of the topic

in different ways? In the end, the fragmentary
views of this history amount to different versions
of the Hudson’s Bay, from documentary realism to
dramatic recreation, mythologizing and satire, or a
hybrid of film genres. (Kevin Nikkel)

ABOUT CURATOR KEVIN NIKKEL

Kevin Nikkel is an independent filmmaker from
Winnipeg and founder of Five Door Films. His
animated short films have played animation and
children’s film festivals around the world. His
documentary 365 Choices a Year follows two men
through residential addictions treatment. His two
documentary series Intersections and Our Neon City
can be found on MTS TV’s Winnipeg on Demand.
Nikkel is a longtime member of the Winnipeg Film
Group and was co-founder of Winnipeg’s Catacomb
Microcinema. He juggles his time between
filmmaking, parenting and teaching part time.

B FriFeb5-7PM

THE BISHOP WHO ATE HIS BOOTS

Dir. Richard Stringer | 2007 | Canada | 64 mins.
INTRODUCED BY BOB LOWER

Arctic missionary Bishop Isaac Stringer was once
so desperately hungry during a northern canoe trip
he was forced to eat his moccasins to stay alive.
The incident later became the inspiration for the
“boot eating” scene in Charlie Chaplin’s 1925 film
THE GOLD RUSH. The Bishop Who Ate His Boots
is a remarkable new film from former Winnipegger
and pioneer Canadian cinematographer Richard
Stringer. Before Richard’s sudden passing in

2007, he was working on this new film about his
grandparents, Bishop Isaac O. Stringer and his wife
Sadie, who were adventurous missionaries in the
Arctic at the turn of the century from 1905-1930.
Packed with rare photos and archival footage from
the 1920’s and 30’s, the film explores the history of
this Anglican missionary in the frozen wastes of the
Canadian Northwest. Despite his illness, Richard
was able to get the film to a rough cut with Kelly
Saxberg. After his death, editor Zo and producer
David Springbett completed this version of the film
in Victoria.

ABOUT BOB LOWER:

Born and raised in Manitoba, Bob Lower has been
cutting film for forty years, returning to his native
Winnipeg in 1971 after learning the art of film editing
in Toronto. He has extensive experience directing,
editing and writing as well as editing dramas and
has worked on many acclaimed Winnipeg films.
He met Richard Stringer in 1968 and they worked
together as crew on many films and collaborated
as director/editor/cameraman on several films in
the 70’s and 80’s. He also helped Stringer record
a few interviews included in The Bishop Who Ate
His Boots.

Special thanks to St. Margaret’s Anglican Church
of Winnipeg

M Fri Feb 5 — 8:30 PM

NANOOK OF THE NORTH

Dir. Robert Flaherty | 1922 | USA | 79 mins.

With a live score by Mike Petkau and featuring
Inuit throat singer Nikki Komaksiutiksak and
alt-folk songstress Demetra Penner

*Special event: $12 / $10 members
*Series passes accepted

Robert Flaherty’s silent documentary, Nanook of

the North, was a landmark film of its genre about
Inuit hunter Nanook as he struggles to survive with
his family in the severe conditions of the Hudson’s
Bay territory. This special presentation will feature
live instrumentation with an original score by Mike
Petkau, producer of the popular Record of the Week
Club and musician in the bands The Liptonians

and Les Jupes; Petkau also runs Head in the Sand
Records. The new score for Nanook of the North
provides a classically ambient and folky arrangement,
marked by traditional Inuit music and other sounds
of the north.

M Sat Feb 6 — Noon to 3 PM

WORKSHOP: A Master Class
with John Walker

A special presentation in collaboration with
DOC Winnipeg

*Registration fee: $40 / $25 members
*Series passes accepted

As filmmakers push the boundaries of genre

and form, documentary hybrids and feature
documentaries that borrow and adapt, bend and
remake the notion of non-fiction filmmaking have
emerged. From Guy Maddin’s docu-fantasia My
Winnipeg to John Greyson’s documentary opera Fig
Trees, hybrid documentaries are increasingly popular
with directors and audiences alike. John Walker’s
Passage, a documentary about British explorer

Sir John Franklin and his crew of 128 men who
perished in the Arctic ice during an ill-fated attempt
to discover the Northwest Passage, is among this
new form.

In this special master class, acclaimed Canadian
documentarian John Walker will present his views
on genre, his approach to working with historical
material within both dramatic and documentary
structures that resists recreation, and how he broke
both fiction and non-fiction ideas apart to create the
stunning, innovative and provocative work that is
Passage. Walker will review the process of making
Passage from its original proposal to the aesthetic
choices that resulted in casting actors to present
historical facts in a documentary feature, and his
unique twist on those facts.

ABOUT JOHN WALKER:

A pioneering documentary Canadian cinematographer
and filmmaker, John Walker began working as a
cinematographer for Crawley Films in 1975 and over
the years has worked on a superb body of work
beginning with his first film, the multiple award-
winning Chambers: Tracks and Gestures (about
Canadian artist Jack Chambers) produced by Atlantis
Films in 1981. The following year, his passionate
commitment to the documentary form led him to
co-found the Canadian Independent Film Caucus
(now the Documentary Organization of Canada).
Walker has credits on more than sixty films as
producer, director or cinematographer many which
have received international acclaim and have been
widely broadcast and screened at many of the world’s
major film festivals. (Film Reference Library)

M Sat Feb 6 - 3:30 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION - From the
Shadows of the Vaults: Bringing
Archives to New Audiences

Panel Discussion with moderator Kevin Nikkel, Jody
Baltessen of the City of Winnipeg Archives; Peter Geller,
author of the book “Northern Exposures: Photographing
and filming the Canadian North, 1920-1945"; filmmaker
Paula Kelly, director of Souvenirs; and more.

Using the archival footage piece, Adventures on
the Bay (1934, 16 mins.) as a spring board, this
panel discussion will explore current issues facing
filmmakers and historians. Moderator Kevin Nikkel
and several panelists will discuss the use of archival
footage and its meaning. Who ended up in front of
the camera, and who is missing? What story was
captured for posterity and what might have been
left out? Can these disparities be rectified? How
can archival collections find new audiences in the
age of new media?

Featuring a screening of rare archival footage:
Adventures on the Bay | 1934 | 16 mins.

This silent archival footage from the vaults of the
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives dates back to the
1930s. It includes footage of Governor Cooper’s
1934 journey on the mighty Nascopie steam ship

to the Hudson’s Bay Company outposts across the
north, for fur trade meetings with aboriginal trappers.
This special screening will be accompanied by an
original ambient score by Nathan Reimer and Mark
Penner of Moses Mayes.

Special thanks to the Hudson’s Bay Company and
the Provincial Archives of Manitoba.

M Sat Feb. 6 - 7 PM

PASSAGE

Dir. John Walker | 2009 | Canada | 108 mins.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION INTRODUCED BY
DIRECTOR JOHN WALKER

It was news that shook the English-speaking world.
Celebrated British explorer Sir John Franklin and

his crew of 128 men had perished in the Arctic ice
during an ill-fated attempt to discover the Northwest
Passage. More shocking though, they had descended
into madness and cannibalism. A Scottish doctor
John Rae had discovered what six years of searching
by British, Americans, French and Russian had failed
to do. With the film Passage, filmmaker John Walker
employs an innovative approach to structuring John
Rae’s incredible multilayered story by bringing its
vibrancy to life through the use of a unique blend of
dramatic action and behind-the-scenes documentary
footage. Passage is a story of incredible sacrifice,
stunning distortion of the truth and single-minded
obsession that challenges the way we look at history.

“Nothing in this daring film is straightforward. As
much as it chronicles Rae’s journey across the
Arctic, Passage also traces a journey across time,
an encounter with the Victorian world that will
mesmerize viewers.” (Michael Robinson, Humanities
Department, University of Hartford)

Passage

W Sun Feb 7 - 7 PM
SHORTS FROM THE NORTH
MAN OF THE NORTHWEST

Dir. Matt Holm | 2007 | Canada | 12 mins.

An ironic re-working of oddball American depictions
of Canada laced with the pop culture kitsch of
Dudley Do-Right, the clownish machismo of Robert
Goulet and the Gonzo Canadiana to be found in early
Hollywood adventure romances like Nomads of the
North (1920) and The 49th Parallel (1942).

THE CHRONICLER
Dir. Ruth deGraves | 2009 | Canada | 14 mins.

Fred Ford inherited a family legacy and a Canadian
legacy. His grandfather was a fur trader and
photographed the Caribou Inuit in the early 1900s
and their first contact with European culture. Fred is
in possession of the rarest photo archive of a time
in Canadian history that changed the landscape

of northern culture. Fred’s family history is rich in
images of the Canadian North, the Inuit, their art,
the European settlers and their impact.
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ADVENTURES ON THE BAY
Archival Footage | 1934 | Canada | 16 mins.

This silent archival footage from the vaults of the
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives dates back to
the 1930’s.

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LEDGER: AN INDIAN
VIEW OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY

Dirs. Willie Dunn, Martin Defalco | 1972 | Canada |
42 mins.

The Hudson’s Bay Company’s 300" Anniversary
celebration was no occasion for joy among the
people whose lives were tied to the trading stores.
This film, narrated by George Manuel, president of
the National Indian Brotherhood, presents the view
of spokespersons for Canadian Aboriginal groups.
There is a sharp contrast between the official
celebrations, with Queen Elizabeth Il among the
guests, and what Aboriginal peoples have to say
about their lot in the Company’s operations.
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